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Keep Smyrna Beautiful Dedicates New Trees in Arbor Day Event
SMYRNA—The City of Smyrna will be even greener with the help of Keep Smyrna Beautiful. In recognition of Arbor Day in Georgia on February 17, KSB will host a Tree Dedication Ceremony on Saturday, February 18, 2006 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Arboretum Gazebo located by the Smyrna Community Center Pond. The trees, donated by supporters to Keep Smyrna Beautiful and the City of Smyrna, will be planted around the Arboretum in honor of specific individuals.  
 Arbor Day is a nationally celebrated observance that encourages tree planting and care.  
Founded by J. Sterling Morton in Nebraska in 1872, National Arbor Day is celebrated each year on the last Friday in April.

The significance and benefit of trees sustaining communities and the environment is unmatched. Trees improve air and water quality, reduce the erosion of topsoil, increase property values and economic vitality in business areas, provided shade and habitat for wildlife, promote human physical and mental health and well-being and add beauty to communities.

 Today the most common date for the state observances is the last Friday in April, but a number of states Arbor Days are at other times to coincide with the best tree planting weather, from January and February in the south to May in the far north. Arbor Day in Georgia is the third Friday in February.
Since it was first celebrated in 1872, Arbor Day has now spread beyond the United States and is observed in many countries of the world including Canada, Mexico, Brazil, China, Japan, India and Australia. 
The Arbor Day Tree Dedication Ceremony is free and open to the public.  Please call Keep Smyrna Beautiful at 770-431-2863 for reservations. In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will be held at the Smyrna Community Center in the Jonquil Room.
For more information on trees and their care, visit www.gfc.stat.ga.us and www.arbordayfoundation.org 
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