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Top Ranking Keep Smyrna Beautiful Clinches another First-Place Award 
SMYRNA—National award-winning Keep Smyrna Beautiful affiliate receives the first place 2005 Keep Georgia Beautiful Affiliate Award for cities in the 30,000 - 50,000 population category. The state affiliate award recognizes the high performance achieved by KSB to engage individuals to take greater responsibility for improving their community environments through its programs.

This top-ranking Keep Georgia Beautiful and Keep America Beautiful affiliate takes home the first place award for the ninth consecutive year. The awards ceremony will take place at the Georgia World Congress Center at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 19, 2005. 
The Keep Georgia Beautiful Affiliate Award honors KSB for its overall programs in 2005: litter prevention, solid waste reduction, community beautification, Adopt-A-Mile, Partner-in-Education, Rivers Alive cleanup and America Recycles 2004 among other comprehensive civic and environmental programs that benefit its community.
 “Litter, graffiti and solid waste are not glamorous issues, even though they are very important factors in determining quality of life and the perception of the economic health in a community,” said Ann Kirk, director of Keep Smyrna Beautiful. “Winning the awards not only elevates KSB’s standing in the community by validating the work that we do, it also elevates the importance of the issues we address by focusing public attention on them at the state and national level,” she said.
Keep Smyrna Beautiful’s impressive record and strong volunteer base exemplify why this affiliate has received first place honors for nine consecutive years. In FY2005, Keep Smyrna Beautiful had 2,087 volunteers who gave 13,870 hours in its various programs. Over 8,000 pieces of educational material was disseminated at its displays throughout the year. The organization also brought in $303,105 worth of goods and services for its programs, or $2.04 for every tax dollar spent on the program.
Another repeat winner, the City of Smyrna receives the first place award for Waste Reduction by a Government Agency in 2005. This is Smyrna’s eighth win.
The award acknowledges the City of Smyrna’s efforts in waste reduction—including curbside and event recycling, the Recycling Center, comprehensive yard waste program and public education agendas for adults and children. Not to be beat, the City of Smyrna in FY2005 recycled 2,247 tons of material. That is 15,228 cubic yards of material not including recycled yard waste.
Ms. Kirk understands and appreciates the volunteer and government support system that make KSB the strong organization it is. “The people that volunteer to help in these areas, and the government officials that support them are true public servants, and these awards recognize the importance of their work in improving the health, safety, and welfare of the places we live, work and play.”
A member of Keep Georgia Beautiful and the Keep America Beautiful system, Keep Smyrna Beautiful is a non-profit organization comprised of concerned people from all walks of life joined together to help the public become more aware and involved about environmental issues. 
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