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GOALS AND POLICIES 
 

Housing 

 

Goal 1 Protect and preserve established residential neighborhoods. 

Policy 1.1 Ensure adequate buffering and screening in order to protect 
residential neighborhoods from negative impacts of adjacent 
development. 

Policy 1.2 Ensure that infill housing development is compatible with 
surrounding established neighborhoods. 

Policy 1.2 Maintain a strict code inspection and compliance program to 
promote the maintenance and preservation of existing housing. 

 

Goal 2 Encourage redevelopment of older declining neighborhoods and 
apartment communities. 

Policy 2.1 Identify declining neighborhoods within planning studies and 
target these areas for revitalization efforts. 

Policy 2.2 Strictly enforce building code regulations in order to eliminate 
substandard or dilapidated housing. 

Policy 2.3 Encourage the redevelopment of older apartment complexes into 
townhomes and condominiums in order to increase home 
ownership rates. 

Policy 2.4 Create an inventory of vacant properties, properties owned by the 
City or other government agencies, and tax delinquent properties 
suitable for infill development. 

Policy 2.5 Encourage adequate amounts, types, and densities of housing 
needed to support desired mixed use redevelopment. 

 

Goal 3   Provide for a range of housing choices in order to meet market demand 
and allow residents to remain in Smyrna across different life-cycle stages.  

Policy 3.1 Encourage the construction of affordable senior housing in order 
to accommodate the growing senior population. 

Policy 3.2 Provide housing opportunities for young families as well as “empty 
nester” households. 

Policy 3.3 Encourage housing opportunities to ensure that those who work 
within Smyrna have the option of living within the City.    

Policy 3.4 Provide housing opportunities for special needs populations such 
as the disabled.  

Policy 3.5 Provide opportunities for mixed-use, live/work housing.   
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Policy 3.6 Work with nonprofit housing agencies to ensure an adequate 
supply of affordable housing. 

Policy 3.7 Support equal housing opportunities for all persons. 

 

Economic Development 

 

Goal 4 Attract and retain a diverse variety of businesses in order to provide 
quality employment opportunities for residents and maintain a healthy 
tax base. 

Policy 4.1 Promote opportunities for additional office professional 
development around the Cumberland/Galleria employment center. 

Policy 4.2 Provide opportunities for light industrial employment that is 
compatible with the residential nature of the City. 

Policy 4.3 Pursue growth industries such as education, health care, and 
transportation to locate within the City. 

Policy 4.4 Continue to work with the Cobb Chamber of Commerce to conduct 
business recruitment, retention and expansion programs. 

Policy 4.5 Focus some economic development activities on retention, 
expansion and support of existing businesses (entrepreneur and 
small business assistance, business retention programs, etc.). 

Policy 4.6 Develop a mechanism to market the City and its assets.  Network 
and coordinate with agencies which compile data and carry out 
promotional and marketing efforts, to assist in stimulating 
business location and development that serves the region. 

 

Goal 5 Promote revitalization of declining commercial areas. 

Policy 5.1 Promote adaptive reuse and mixed-use redevelopment of declining 
strip commercial centers.   

Policy 5.2 Continue to utilize innovative economic development tools to 
revitalize declining commercial areas. 

Policy 5.3 Compile and maintain a database of key parcels with development 
and redevelopment potential. 

 

Goal 6 Promote continued economic development within the downtown Smyrna 
as a vibrant mixed-use center for residential, government, office, retail 
and entertainment activities. 

Policy 6.1 Higher-intensity housing should occur within and adjacent to 
Smyrna Market Village. 
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Policy 6.2 Development regulations should generally allow for more dense 
development in the Market Village area than in other parts of the 
City. 

Policy 6.3 Pursue cultural institutions, entertainment, and recreational 
businesses to locate in and around Smyrna Market Village in order 
to draw people to the district after business hours. 

Policy 6.4 Maintain a strategy to promote special events in Smyrna Market 
Village.  

Policy 6.5 Encourage new businesses to locate in Smyrna Market Village, such 
as specialty retail, office, and services. 

Policy 6.6 Maintain architectural design standards in the Smyrna downtown 
area. 

 

Goal 7 Improve the job skills and educational attainment of residents in order to 
attract professional employment opportunities. 

Policy 7.1 Encourage continued excellence in the public educational system, 
making sure we are providing training in the work skills needed by 
local businesses and industry. 

Policy 7.2 Explore possible job training programs and tax credits for 
company training. 

Policy 7.3 Collaborate with Cobb County through its Cobb Works job training 
program to enhance workforce skills and education. 

 

Natural and Cultural Resources 

 

Goal 8 Protect natural resources and sensitive environmental features from 
encroachment by development. 

Policy 8.1 Develop a greenspace plan as part of a comprehensive natural 
resources strategy. 

Policy 8.2 Target environmentally sensitive areas such as floodplains and 
wetlands for greenspace acquisition. 

Policy 8.3 Encourage use of conservation subdivision designation for the 
protection of sensitive natural resources and provision of 
community open space. 

Policy 8.4 Consider environmental sensitivity of steep slopes and ridgelines 
when making land use and site plan decisions. 

Policy 8.5 Develop and manage land use and transportation networks in 
order to promote air and water quality. 

Policy 8.6 Provide opportunities for compact development supportive of open 
space preservation. 
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Policy 8.7 Maintain development regulations that protect and preserve 
environmentally sensitive features. 

 

Goal 9 Provide for community open space, parks, and recreational opportunities. 

Policy 9.1 Continue development of bicycle / pedestrian trail network 
throughout Smyrna with linkages to parks, schools, and residential 
areas.   

Policy 9.2 Preserve scenic views and natural environment along the Silver 
Comet Trail. 

Policy 9.3 Maintain the City’s parks master plan in coordination with 
greenspace preservation efforts. 

Policy 9.4 Incorporate the connection, maintenance, and enhancement of 
greenspace in all new development. 

 

Goal 10 Protect the unique historic and cultural assets of the City of Smyrna. 

Policy 10.1 Identify historic resources and apply them for national register 
historic designation. 

Policy 10.2 Enlist the resources of a civic or community organization to 
perform an inventory of all historic structures in the City. 

Policy 10.3 Maintain certificate of approval process for historic structures in 
designated urban design districts. 

 
Goal 11 Maintain compliance with state environmental planning regulations. 

Policy 11.1 Implement and enforce the City’s stormwater management 
ordinance. 

Policy 11.2 Maintain a stormwater management plan. 

Policy 11.3 Implement and enforce the City’s erosion and sedimentation 
control ordinance. 

Policy 11.4 Maintain a solid waste management plan. 

Policy 11.5 Support solid waste reduction and recycling initiatives. 

Policy 11.6 Work with state and federal agencies to identify and clean up 
brownfields and hazardous waste sites. 

Policy 11.7 Implement and Enforce the City’s Stream Buffer Ordinance. 

 

Community Facilities and Services 

 

Goal 12 Provide for efficient, high-quality, cost-effective public services. 

Policy 12.1 Maximize the use of existing community facilities and services. 
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Policy 12.2 Encourage infill development in areas with existing infrastructure 
capacity. 

Policy 12.3 Consider impact fees in order to balance the need for new 
development and public services.  

Policy 12.4 Ensure that service levels are maintained whether to existing 
residents or new development. 

Policy 12.5 Use planned infrastructure investments and capital improvements 
to support desired development patterns. 

Policy 12.6 Examine the need for a Community Facilities Master Plan to 
coordinate new facility development for fire, police, parks and 
recreation, water, sewer, solid waste, schools, libraries, health, 
arts, senior services, emergency operations and general 
government. 

Policy 12.7 Coordinate public facilities and services with land use planning. 

Policy 12.8 Promote the annexation of unincorporated islands within the City 
in order to streamline and simplify the provision of public services. 

Policy 12.9 Consider fiscal impacts of proposed new developments and 
annexations. 

Policy 12.10 Provide for vital public safety and emergency services within 
Smyrna. 

Policy 12.11 Encourage quality schools and diverse educational opportunities, 
such as charter schools.   

 

Goal 13 Provide for lifestyle amenities that improve the “quality of life” in Smyrna. 

Policy 13.1 Continue support for pedestrian oriented, mixed-use development 
in and around Smyrna Market Village. 

Policy 13.2 Provide pedestrian linkages from existing neighborhoods to the 
City’s multi-use trail system. 

Policy 13.3 Provide for outdoor gathering areas, such as plazas, public 
squares, and amphitheaters. 

Policy 13.4 Provide a variety of recreational opportunities including both 
active, organized recreation (e.g. sports fields), as well as areas for 
passive recreation (e.g. nature preserves, walking trails). 

 

Goal 14 Ensure that community facilities and services are adapted to meet the 
changing needs of Smyrna’s diverse population. 

Policy 14.1 Provide facilities and services for the growing population of senior 
citizens. 

Policy 14.2 Adapt public services and facilities to meet the needs of growing 
immigrant and Hispanic communities in Smyrna.  
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Policy 14.3 Adapt public services and facilities to serve special client groups 
such as the handicapped, homebound, and institutionalized. 

 

Land Use 

 

Goal 15 Expand on the success of Smyrna’s Downtown Market Village 

Policy 15.1 Promote mixed-use redevelopment of older strip commercial 
shopping centers and apartments at key intersections around 
Smyrna Market Village. 

Policy 15.2 Encourage infill residential development and redevelopment 
surrounding the downtown area that is supportive of “Main Street” 
retail. 

Policy 15.3 Promote walkable, pedestrian-oriented development in and around 
Smyrna Market Village. 

Policy 15.4 Encourage commercial buildings to be oriented toward the street 
with parking in the rear in order to enhance pedestrian appeal and 
mitigate the impact of automobiles. 

 

Goal 16 Provide for an efficient, equitable, and compatible distribution of land 
uses.  

Policy 16.1 Provide for a reasonable accommodation of a broad range of land 
uses within the City. 

Policy 16.2 Encourage an appropriate transition of type and scale between 
established neighborhoods and activity centers. 

Policy 16.3 Designate areas for industrial, warehousing, distribution, and 
transportation uses with direct access to major transportation 
systems. 

Policy 16.4 Protect established single-family residential neighborhoods from 
the encroachment of unwanted land uses. 

Policy 16.5 Provide the use of density bonuses to encourage greenspace 
creation or preservation. 

Policy 16.6 Coordinate land use planning with transportation improvement 
programs. 

 

Goal 17 Establish a visually attractive environment. 

Policy 17.1 Update, implement and enforce the City’s tree ordinance to 
preserve and re-establish the City’s tree canopy. 

Policy 17.2 Update, implement and enforce the City’s sign ordinance. 

Policy 17.3 Update, implement and enforce the City’s design guidelines for 
development along major corridors.  
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Policy 17.4 Screening of service yards and other places that tend to be 
unsightly should be encouraged by the use of walls, fencing, 
planting, or combinations of these.  Screening should be equally 
effective year round. 

Policy 17.5 Newly installed utility services, and service revisions necessitated 
by exterior alterations should be placed under ground, where 
economically feasible. 

Policy 17.6 Monotony of design in single or multiple building projects should 
be avoided.  Variations in detail, form, and siting should be used 
to promote visual interest.  Harmony in texture, lines, and mass is 
encouraged. 

Policy 17.7 Reduce the visual impact of the automobile in both commercial 
and residential areas of Smyrna. 

Policy 17.8 Maintain and utilize gateway signage and landscaping in order to 
foster a sense of place within the community. 

 

Goal 18 Encourage infill development and redevelopment that has a positive 
impact on existing neighborhoods and activity centers. 

Policy 18.1 Prioritize redevelopment and revitalization of existing 
underutilized commercial and industrial areas over development of 
new land for commercial purposes. 

Policy 18.2 Ensure that infill development is compatible with surrounding 
neighborhoods and activity centers. 

Policy 18.3 Where appropriate, the City should assist in site assemblage for 
redevelopment initiatives, without the use of eminent domain. 

 

Transportation 

 

Goal 19 The transportation system of Smyrna will be safe, efficient, financially 
supportable, and connected to the county and regional transport 
networks in a seamless manner.  The transportation network of Smyrna 
will be multi-modal in nature to maximize access and connectivity for all 
residents.  It will be maintained and developed in coordination with 
regional and local plans to support multiple goals wherever possible. 

Policy 19.1 Continue the participation in and development of the Cobb County 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan to address congestion, 
pollution, transit, land use and redevelopment issues.  

Policy 19.2 Concentrate development in areas with existing infrastructure such 
as the downtown to avoid sprawl along the major arterials, reduce 
congestion, encourage transit, and foster redevelopment. 
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Policy 19.3 Protect the identity and unique character of Smyrna through 
context sensitive design in all transportation projects. 

Policy 19.4 Work to provide more transit service where cost effective in order 
to allow more residential areas direct access to transit.  

Policy 19.5 Design better pedestrian facilities such as sidewalks, traffic 
calming measures, and crossings in high traffic areas, as 
recommended in the LCI study, throughout the city. 

Policy 19.6 Refine and use the subdivision and development process in order 
to provide transportation improvements needed such as 
pedestrian facilities, safety improvements, interparcel access, and 
transit supportive street design within a specific timeframe as a 
condition of development approval. 

Policy 19.7 Promote transportation alternatives such as transit, bicycle 
facilities, pedestrian infrastructure, car pooling, and other forms of 
alternative modes of travel by mixing land uses and making more 
areas pedestrian accessible. 

Policy 19.8 Encourage a safe and efficient transportation network for all 
modes of travel. 

Policy 19.9 Coordinate with Cobb County and GDOT to maximize the 
effectiveness of all transportation investments. 

Policy 19.10 Require a Traffic Analysis as a condition of development to review 
the potential traffic impacts related to proposed developments, 
assign appropriate mitigation requirements as a condition of 
development approval, and discusses opportunities for multimodal 
travel. 

Policy 19.11 Any development that generates more than 500 PM peak hour 
trips should prepare a traffic impact study and define how they 
plan to mitigate their impacts. 

Policy 19.12 Developments that generate more than 100 PM peak hour trips 
and have direct access to a roadway that currently operate at Level 
of Service (LOS) E or F, which reflects conditions where a roadway 
is operating at or above its design capacity, should prepare a 
traffic impact study and define actions to mitigate their impacts. 

Policy 19.13 Strive to achieve a minimum LOS D, which reflects conditions 
where roadways are functioning within their design capacity, for all 
roadway classifications. 

Policy 19.14 Coordinate transit planning and services with CCT and GRTA to 
ensure existing bus routes and stops are appropriately planned for 
and incorporated into the transportation network and land use 
plan. 

Policy 19.15 Work with PATH, ABC and PEDS to assist with the provision of safe 
and convenient bike and pedestrian facilities to and throughout 
the City. 
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Policy 19.16 Consider opportunities for a Safe Routes to School Program. 

Policy 19.17 Consider policies and recommendations from the Regional Freight 
Mobility Plan and Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. 

Policy 19.18 Encourage street connectivity and/or pedestrian connectivity 
between subdivisions for suburban residential and moderate 
density residential. 

 

Intergovernmental Coordination 

 

Goal 20 Establish mechanisms for the coordination of public services between 
different governmental entities. 

Policy 20.1 Continue to work with Cobb County in providing vital emergency 
services such as fire protection and emergency medical service. 

Policy 20.2 Maintain required Service Delivery Strategy document that 
formalizes intergovernmental service provision agreements. 

Policy 20.3 Work collaboratively with Cobb County and the Cobb County 
School Board in order to improve local schools. 

Policy 20.4 Provide communication mechanisms that facilitate the exchange of 
information and ideas between adjacent local governments and 
Cobb County. 

 

Goal 21 Coordinate planning efforts of the City with surrounding jurisdictions. 

Policy 21.1 Ensure that land use plans are consistent with surrounding 
jurisdictions and regional goals. 

Policy 21.2 Foster strong relationships with the surrounding county and 
regional agencies to ensure that infrastructure improvements 
within the City’s surrounding area are supportive of local needs 
and compatible with the City’s future development plans. 

Policy 21.3 Pursue joint processes for collaborative planning and decision-
making.  

Policy 21.4 Provide City representation on ARC task forces or committees and 
maintain close staff relationships with ARC in efforts to address 
regional issues. 

Policy 21.5 Coordinate planning with bordering cities, Cobb County and 
Cumberland CID. 

 


