LOGISTICS

General Sherman wrote, “When a general first estimates the quantity of food needed to feed an

army of fifty to one hundred thousand men, he is apt to be dismayed...” Both sides relied on the
railroad for supplies.
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THE BATTLE

JUNE 27,1864
After costly Federal assaults at the
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The railroad was critical to both armies. It extended
473 miles from Sherman’s supply base at Nashville to
Chattanooga and then directly to Atlanta.

At the time, much of Georgia was a wilderness
connected only with poorly constructed dirt roads that
turned into muddy quagmires with each rain, making
control of the railroad vitally important.
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General Johnston ordered that

the Confederates abandon the

Kennesaw Line and fall back to

partially prepared earthworks
at Smyrna.

JULY 4-5, 1864
Upon learning of these
movements, Johnston ordered
a retreat to the well-prepared

ChattahOOChee Line Chattahoochee Line.
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